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(57) ABSTRACT

According to one embodiment, a magnetic recording head
includes a medium-facing surface, a near-field transducer
partially exposed in the medium-facing surface, and a mag-
netic pole including a distal end surface and a pole end surface
facing the near-field transducer. The pole end surface in the
medium-facing surface is asymmetric with respect to a cen-
tral axis passing through a center of the near-field transducer
and extending in a longitudinal direction of the medium-
facing surface.
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THERMALLY-ASSISTED MAGNETIC
RECORDING HEAD AND DISK DRIVE WITH
THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-221316,
filed Oct. 24, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to a mag-
netic recording head based on a thermally-assisted recording
system and a disk drive provided with the same.

BACKGROUND

A disk drive, such as a magnetic disk drive, comprises a
magnetic disk, spindle motor, and magnetic head. The mag-
netic disk for use as a recording medium is arranged in a case.
The spindle motor supports and rotates the magnetic disk.
The magnetic head reads data from and writes data to the
magnetic disk. The magnetic head is supported by a pivotable
head actuator and configured to be moved radially relative to
the magnetic disk and positioned in place.

Magnetic heads for perpendicular magnetic recording and
thermally-assisted magnetic recording systems have recently
been proposed in order to increase the recording density and
capacity of a magnetic disk drive or reduce its size. One such
magnetic head comprises a near-field transducer, which emits
near-field light toward a recording layer of the recording
medium and a waveguide for propagating light for the emis-
sion of the near-field light. According to this magnetic head,
the medium recording layer having a perpendicular magnetic
anisotropy is locally heated by the near-field light emitted
from the distal end of the near-field transducer during writing
data. In this way, the coercive force of the recording layer
portion is fully reduced, so that a high recording density can
be achieved.

The distance (transducer-pole distance) between a heating
spot center of the near-field transducer and a main pole end
along the track of the magnetic disk changes according to the
rotational position of the magnetic head. Thus, the skew angle
changes according to the rotational position of the magnetic
head, so that the transducer-pole distance varies depending on
the position of the magnetic disk, whether inner peripheral,
intermediate peripheral, or outer peripheral, where the mag-
netic head is located. The transducer-pole distances in the
inner and outer peripheral positions are longer than that in the
intermediate peripheral position.

Further, the moving speed of the magnetic recording head
relative to the magnetic disk, that is, the peripheral speed of
the disk, varies according to the radial position of the disk.
The peripheral speeds in the inner and outer peripheral posi-
tions are lower and higher, respectively, than that in the inter-
mediate peripheral position.

In thermally-assisted recording, there exists a time T
((transducer-pole distance)/peripheral speed) of medium
travel between the heating spot center and a pole end surface
that ensures an optimal signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio. As
described before, however, the transducer-pole distance and
peripheral speed vary depending on the position of the mag-
netic disk, whether inner peripheral, intermediate peripheral,
or outer peripheral. Therefore, it is difficult to obtain an opti-
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mal medium travel time or optimal S/N ratio for every radial
position. In the inner peripheral position, for example, the
transducer-pole distance and peripheral speed are long and
low, respectively, so that the medium travel time T ((trans-
ducer-pole distance)/peripheral speed) is longer than in the
intermediate peripheral position, and the optimal S/N ratio
cannot be easily obtained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a plan view showing a hard disk drive (HDD)
according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a side view showing a magnetic head and suspen-
sion of the HDD;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view showing a head section
of the magnetic head;

FIG. 4 is a schematic plan view of a distal end portion of a
recording head of the magnetic head in an intermediate
peripheral position of a medium taken through the top of the
magnetic head;

FIG. 5 is a plan view showing positional relationship
between the magnetic head and a recording track in the case
where magnetic recording is performed in the intermediate
peripheral position of the magnetic disk;

FIG. 6 is a plan view showing positional relationships
between a heating spot center, a main pole, and a recording
track in the state of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing influences of heating and a
magnetic field from the magnetic head on the magnetic disk at
one spot on the disk;

FIG. 8 is a plan view showing positional relationship
between the magnetic head and recording track in the case
where the magnetic recording is performed in the inner
peripheral position of the magnetic disk;

FIG. 9 is a plan view showing positional relationships
between a heating spot center, main pole, and a recording
track in the state of FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing influences of heating and the
magnetic field from the magnetic head on the magnetic disk at
one spot on the disk;

FIG. 11 is a plan view showing positional relationship
between the magnetic head and recording track in the case
where the magnetic recording is performed in the outer
peripheral position of the magnetic disk;

FIG. 12 is a plan view showing positional relationships
between a heating spot center, main pole, and a recording
track in the state of FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing influences of heating and the
magnetic field from the magnetic head on the magnetic disk at
one spot on the disk;

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing positional relationships
between the main pole of the recording head according to the
first embodiment and the heating spot center in the down-
track and cross-track directions;

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing peripheral speed and skew
angle of the magnetic head according to the first embodiment
in each radial position of the magnetic disk;

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing time required for travel
between the heating spot center and pole end surface in each
radial position of the magnetic disk;

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing positional relationships
between a main pole of a recording head according to a
second embodiment and a heating spot center in the down-
track and cross-track directions;

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing time required for travel
between the heating spot center and a pole end surface in each
radial position of a magnetic disk in the second embodiment;
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FIG. 19 is a diagram showing positional relationships
between a main pole of a recording head according to a third
embodiment and a heating spot center in the down-track and
cross-track directions;

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing time required for travel
between the heating spot center and a pole end surface in each
radial position of a magnetic disk in the third embodiment;
and

FIG. 21 is a diagram comparatively showing signal S/N
ratios for each radial position of each magnetic disk for a
recording head with a comparative example and the recording
heads according to the first to third embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments will be described hereinafter with
reference to the accompanying drawings. In general, accord-
ing to one embodiment, a magnetic recording head comprises
a medium-facing surface configured to face a recording layer
of a disk recording medium; a near-field transducer partially
exposed in the medium-facing surface and configured to emit
a near-field light which heats the recording medium; and a
magnetic pole comprising a distal end surface exposed in the
medium-facing surface and a pole end surface facing the
near-field transducer and configured to apply a recording
magnetic field to the recording layer of the recording
medium. The pole end surface in the medium-facing surface
is asymmetric with respect to a central axis passing through a
center of the near-field transducer and extending in a longi-
tudinal direction of the medium-facing surface.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 shows the internal structure of an HDD according to
a first embodiment with its top cover removed, and FIG. 2
shows a flying magnetic head. As shown in FIG. 1, the HDD
comprises a housing 10. The housing 10 comprises a base 12
in the form of an open-topped rectangular box and a top cover
(not shown) in the form of a rectangular plate. The top cover
is attached to the base 12 by screws such that it closes the top
opening of the base. The base 12 comprises abottom wall 12a
and a side wall 125 set up along the peripheral edge of the
bottom wall 124.

A magnetic disk 16, for use as a recording medium, and a
drive unit are provided on the bottom wall 12a of the base 12.
The drive unit comprises a spindle motor 18, a plurality (for
example, two) of magnetic heads 33, carriage assembly 14,
and voice coil motor (VCM) 24. The spindle motor 18 sup-
ports and rotates the magnetic disk 16. The magnetic heads 33
record data on and reproduce data from the magnetic disk 16.
The carriage assembly 14 supports the magnetic heads 33 for
movement relative to the surfaces of the magnetic disk 16.
The VCM 24 pivots and positions the carriage assembly 14.
Further, the bottom wall 12a carries thereon a ramp loading
mechanism 25, latch mechanism 28, and board unit 21. The
ramp loading mechanism 25 holds the magnetic heads 33 ina
position oft the magnetic disk 16 when the magnetic heads 33
are moved to the outermost periphery ofthe magnetic disk 16.
The latch mechanism 28 holds the carriage assembly 14 in a
retracted position if the HDD is jolted, for example. Elec-
tronic components, such as connectors, are mounted on the
board unit 21.

A control circuit board (not shown) is attached to the outer
surface of the base 12 by screws. The control circuit board
controls the operations of the spindle motor 18, VCM 24, and
magnetic heads 33 through the board unit 21.
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As shown in FIG. 1, the magnetic disk 16 is coaxially fitted
on the hub of the spindle motor 18 and clamped and secured
to the hub by a clamp spring 19, which is attached to the upper
end of the hub by screws. The magnetic disk 16 is rotatable at
a predetermined speed in the direction of arrow A by the
spindle motor 18 for use as a drive motor.

The carriage assembly 14 comprises a bearing 26 secured
to the bottom wall 124 of the base 12 and a plurality of arms
27 extending from the bearing 26. The arms 27 are located
parallel to the surfaces of the magnetic disk 16 and at prede-
termined intervals and extend in the same direction from the
bearing 26. The arms 27 may be formed as an E-block integral
with a sleeve of the bearing 26.

The carriage assembly 14 comprises elastically deform-
able suspensions 30 each in the form of an elongated plate.
Each suspension 30 is formed of a plate spring, the proximal
end of which is secured to the distal end of its corresponding
arm 27 by spot welding or adhesive bonding and which
extends from the arm. Each suspension 30 may be formed
integrally with its corresponding arm 27. Each magnetic head
33 is supported on an extended end of its corresponding
suspension 30. Each arm 27 and its corresponding suspension
30 constitute a head suspension, which, along with its corre-
sponding magnetic head 33, constitutes a head suspension
assembly.

As shown in FIG. 2, each magnetic head 33 comprises a
substantially cuboid slider 42 and read/write head section 44
on an outflow end (trailing end) of the slider 42. The magnetic
head 33 is secured to a gimbal spring 41 on the distal end
portion of the suspension 30. A head load G directed to the
surface of the magnetic disk 16 is applied to each magnetic
head 33 by the elasticity of the suspension 30. The two arms
27 are arranged parallel to and spaced apart from each other,
and the suspensions 30 and magnetic heads 33 mounted on
these arms face one another with the magnetic disk 16
between them.

Each magnetic head 33 is electrically connected to the
board unit 21 through a relay flexible printed circuit (FPC)
board 35 secured on the suspension 30 and arm 27.

If a voice coil of the VCM 24 is energized with the mag-
netic disk 16 rotating, the carriage assembly 14 pivots, where-
upon each magnetic head 33 is moved to and positioned on a
desired track of the disk 16. As this is done, the magnetic head
33 is moved radially relative to the magnetic disk 16 between
the inner and outer peripheral edges of the magnetic disk, as
indicated by two-dot chain lines in FIG. 1. Thus, the magnetic
head 33 moves between an inner peripheral position on the
inner peripheral end side, intermediate peripheral position in
the middle, and outer peripheral position on the outer periph-
eral end side of the magnetic disk 16.

The following is a detailed description of the configuration
of'the magnetic disk 16 and each magnetic head 33. FIG. 3 is
an enlarged sectional view showing the head section 44 of the
magnetic head 33 and the magnetic disk 16.

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, the magnetic disk 16 comprises
a substrate 101 formed of a nonmagnetic disk with a diameter
of, for example, about 2.5 inches (6.25 cm). A perpendicular
recording layer 103, crystal orientation layer 102, heat sink
layer 104, and protective film 105 are formed on each surface
of the substrate 101. The recording layer 103 has a high
anisotropy perpendicular to the disk surface. The crystal ori-
entation layer 102 is arranged below the recording layer 103
to improve the orientation of the layer 103. The heat sink layer
104 is arranged below the crystal orientation layer 102 to
suppress spreading of a heating region. The protective film
105 is arranged on top of the recording layer 103.
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As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the magnetic head 33 is formed
as a flying head, and comprises the substantially cuboid slider
42 and the head section 44 formed on the outflow or trailing
end portion of the slider. The slider 42 is formed of, for
example, a sintered body (AlTic) containing alumina and
titanium carbide, and the head section 44 is formed by lami-
nating thin films.

The slider 42 has a rectangular medium-facing surface or
air-bearing surface (ABS) 43 configured to face a surface of
the magnetic disk 16. The slider 42 is caused to fly by an
airflow B that is produced between the disk surface and the
ABS 43 as the magnetic disk 16 rotates. The direction of the
airflow B is coincident with the direction of rotation A of the
magnetic disk 16. The slider 42 is arranged on the surface of
the magnetic disk 16 in such a manner that the longitudinal
direction of the ABS 43 is substantially coincident with the
direction of the airflow B.

The slider 42 comprises leading and trailing ends 42a¢ and
42b on the inflow and outflow sides, respectively, of the
airflow B. The ABS 43 of the slider 42 is formed with leading
and trailing steps, side steps, negative-pressure cavity, etc.,
which are not shown.

As shown in FIG. 3, the head section 44 is formed as a
dual-element magnetic head, comprising a reproduction head
54 and recording head (magnetic recording head) 58 formed
on the trailing end 424 of the slider 42 by thin-film process-
ing.

The reproduction head 54 comprises a magnetic film 55
having a magnetoresistive effect and shielding films 56 and
57 disposed on the trailing and leading sides, respectively, of
the magnetic film 55 such that they sandwich the magnetic
film between them. The respective lower ends of the magnetic
film 55 and shield films 56 and 57 are exposed in the ABS 43
of the slider 42.

As shown in FIG. 3, the recording head 58 is located nearer
to the trailing end 424 of the slider 42 than the reproduction
head 54. The recording head 58 comprises a main pole 60 of
a soft magnetic material with high permeability and high
saturation magnetic flux density, trailing yoke 62 of a soft
magnetic material, junction 64, recording coil 66, plasmon
generator or near-field transducer 65, and waveguide 68. The
main pole 60 produces a recording magnetic field perpen-
dicular to the surface of the magnetic disk 16 (or to the
recording layer 103). The trailing yoke 62 is arranged on the
trailing side of the main pole 60 and magnetically bonded to
the main pole so that it can pass magnetic flux to the main
pole. The junction 64 physically bonds an upper part (end
portion off the ABS 43) of the trailing yoke 62 to the main
pole 60. The recording coil 66 is arranged so that it is wound
around a magnetic path including the trailing yoke and main
pole to pass magnetic flux to the main pole. The near-field
transducer 65 is arranged on the leading side of the main pole
60 and emits near-field light for heating the recording layer
103 of the magnetic disk 16. The waveguide 68 propagates
light for the emission of the near-field light to the near-field
transducer 65. A distal end surface 60a of the main pole 60,
the distal end surface of the trailing yoke 62, and a distal end
65a of the near-field transducer 65 are exposed in the ABS 43
of the slider 42 and arranged flush with one another.

Current to be supplied to the recording coil 66 is controlled
by a control circuit board 25 of the HDD. In writing a signal
to the magnetic disk 16, a predetermined current is supplied
from a power supply to the recording coil 66 so that magnetic
flux is passed to the main pole 60 to produce a magnetic field.
Further, a laser beam emitted from a laser diode 70 as a light
source is applied to the waveguide 68 and supplied to the
near-field transducer 65 through the waveguide 68. In F1G. 3,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

arrow C indicates the direction of movement of the magnetic
head 33 relative to the magnetic disk 16.

FIG. 41is a schematic plan view of the ABS-side end portion
of the recording head taken through the top of the magnetic
head. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, the main pole 60 comprises
a magnetic pole end surface 605 facing the near-field trans-
ducer 65. The pole end surface 605 extends from the ABS 43
toward the inner part of the slider 42, that is, away from the
ABS 43. In the present embodiment, the pole end surface 605
extends perpendicular to the ABS 43. Further, the near-field
transducer 65 comprises the distal end portion 65a exposed in
the ABS 43. The distal end portion 65a serves as a heating
spot center S.

The pole end surface 604 is asymmetric with respect to a
central axis CL that passes through the transverse center of
the main pole 60 (in the cross-track direction) and the heating
spot center S and extends longitudinally relative to the slider
42 (in the direction of movement of the magnetic head 33
relative to the magnetic disk 16). In the present embodiment,
the distal end surface 60aq is a flat surface inclined at an angle
0 to a plane CT that extends in the cross-track direction
perpendicular to the central axis CL. Specifically, the pole end
surface 605 is inclined away from the heating spot center S in
a region IN in the inner peripheral direction of the medium,
with respect to the central axis CL, and inclined toward the
heating spot center S in a region OUT in the outer peripheral
direction of the medium. The angle 6 is suitably set within a
range, 0°<0<90°, depending on the diameter, peripheral
speed, etc., of the magnetic disk 16.

As shown in FIG. 3, the waveguide 68 extends from just
above the near-field transducer 65 to the upper end or suspen-
sion-side end of the slider 42. The ABS-side end portion
(extended end portion) of the waveguide 68 faces the near-
field transducer 65 with a gap therebetween. A protective
insulating layer 74 is interposed between the waveguide 68
and near-field transducer 65. The nonmagnetic protective
insulating layer 74 cover the entire reproduction head 54 and
recording head 58 except those parts which are exposed in the
ABS 43 of the slider 42. The protective insulating layer 74
defines the external shape of the slider 42.

If the VCM 24 is activated, according to the HDD con-
structed in this manner, the carriage assembly 14 pivots,
whereupon each magnetic head 33 is moved to and positioned
on a desired track of the magnetic disk 16. Further, the mag-
netic head 33 is caused to fly by the airflow B that is produced
between the disk surface and the ABS 43 as the disk 16
rotates. When the HDD is operating, the ABS 43 of the slider
42 is opposed to the disk surface with a gap therebetween. In
this state, the reproduction head 54 reads recorded data from
the magnetic disk 16, while the recording head 58 writes data
(signal) to the magnetic disk.

In writing the data, the main pole 60 is excited by the
recording coil 66, and the data is recorded with a desired track
width in such a manner that a perpendicular recording mag-
netic field is applied to the recording layer 103 of the mag-
netic disk 16 just below the main pole 60. Further, a laser
beam is introduced from the laser diode 70 to the near-field
transducer 65 through the waveguide 68, whereupon near-
field light is emitted from the transducer 65. The recording
layer 103 ofthe disk 16 is locally heated by the near-field light
emitted from the distal end portion 654 of the transducer 65 so
that the coercive force of the recording layer portion is
reduced. A recording filed from the main pole 60 and a signal
is applied or written to this coercive force reduction area.
Thus, high-density recording can be performed by writing the
signal to the area where the coercive force is sufficiently
reduced by locally heating the recording layer portion.
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In the recording head 58 according to the present embodi-
ment, the shape of the pole end surface 605 of the main pole
60 is made asymmetric with respect to the longitudinal direc-
tion (central axis CL) of the slider 42. By doing this, a dis-
tance L between the heating spot center S defined by the
near-field transducer 65 and a point where the pole end sur-
face 605 and central axis CL cross each other is varied accord-
ing to the skew angle of the magnetic head. For the variation,
the distance L. is made short on the inner peripheral side and
long on the outer peripheral side, based on the intermediate
peripheral position of the magnetic disk 16.

While there exists a time T of medium travel between the
heating spot center S and the pole end surface that ensures an
optimal signal-to-noise (S/N) ratio for a recorded signal, in
thermally-assisted recording, this time varies depending on
the moving speed (peripheral speed) of the magnetic disk. In
the case of a conventional magnetic recording head, there-
fore, the travel time T is longer on the inner peripheral side
and shorter on the outer peripheral side than in the interme-
diate peripheral position (based on the peripheral speed).
According to the present embodiment, in contrast, the dis-
tance L. and the peripheral speed are shorter and lower,
respectively, on the inner peripheral side and longer and
higher, respectively, on the outer peripheral side, so that lags
in the medium travel time T between the inner, intermediate,
and outer peripheries of the magnetic disk are small. Thus, in
the case of the magnetic recording head according to the
present embodiment, recording can be performed in such a
state that the medium travel time T for the optimal S/N ratio
is approximated in any radial position of the magnetic disk
16.

FIG. 5 shows the positional relationship between the mag-
netic head 33 and a recording track 50 in the case where the
thermally-assisted magnetic recording is performed in the
intermediate peripheral position of the magnetic disk 16. FIG.
6 shows the positional relationships between the heating spot
center S, main pole 60, and recording track 50 in the state of
FIG. 5. In this case, the longitudinal direction of the magnetic
head 33 (or the longitudinal direction of the slider 42 along
the central axis CL) is coincident with the direction of relative
movement C of the magnetic head. Since data is recorded on
the recording track 50 in the longitudinal direction of the
slider 42, the distance L between the heating spot center S for
recording and the pole end surface 604 is nothing but a dis-
tance longitudinally relative to the slider 42.

FIG. 7 shows influences of heating and a magnetic field
from the magnetic head 33 on the magnetic disk 16 at one spot
on the disk, along the time axis. During magnetic recording,
as shown in FIG. 7, the recording area of the recording layer
103 of the magnetic disk 16 is previously heated by the
near-field light so that its coercive force is reduced. Thereaf-
ter, a recording magnetic field M is received from the main
pole 60 and the signal is written. As the recording layer 103 of
the magnetic disk 16 is cooled after being heated, its coercive
force increases. When the recording magnetic field M
received from the recording head 58 is exceeded, thermally-
assisted magnetic recording in the position concerned is com-
pleted. This position is represented by a point of intersection
X1 for convenience. The state of FIG. 7 is regarded as a state
where an optimal recording signal S/N ratio can be obtained.
If the ratio of the distance L to the disk peripheral speed in
FIG. 7 is reduced, the recording magnetic field M temporally
moves forward. If this distance-to-speed ratio becomes
higher, the recording magnetic field M temporally moves
backward. As a result, point of intersection X1 inevitably
moves or shifts from its optimal position.
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The following is a comparative evaluation of magnetic
recording in the inner and outer peripheral positions, based on
the state of thermally-assisted magnetic recording in the inter-
mediate peripheral position shown in FIGS. 5 to 7 as a refer-
ence or optimal state.

FIG. 8 shows the positional relationship between the mag-
netic head 33 and recording track 50 in the case where the
thermally-assisted magnetic recording is performed in the
inner peripheral position of the magnetic disk 16. FIG. 9
shows the positional relationships between the heating spot
center S, main pole 60, and recording track 50 in the state of
FIG. 8. In this case, the longitudinal direction of the magnetic
head 33 (or the longitudinal direction of the slider 42 along
the central axis CL) crosses the direction of relative move-
ment C of the head in such a manner that the outflow end of
the head (on the upper side in FIG. 8) is directed toward the
center of the disk (or to the left in FIG. 8).

Since the main pole 60 is inclined toward the inner periph-
ery of the magnetic disk 16 with respect to the recording track
50, the center of the pole end surface 605 (point of intersec-
tion with the central axis CL) on the recording track 50 moves
to the inner peripheral side of the position shown in FIG. 6.
The distance L for the magnetic recording is shorter than the
distance L in the intermediate peripheral position shown in
FIG. 6. At the same time, the peripheral speed of the magnetic
disk 16 is lower in the inner peripheral position than in the
intermediate peripheral position, so that the ratio of the dis-
tance L to the peripheral speed is offset and becomes substan-
tially equal to that in the intermediate peripheral position.

FIG. 10 shows influences of heating and the magnetic field
from the magnetic head 33 on the magnetic disk 16 at one spot
on the disk in the state shown in FIG. 9. During magnetic
recording, as shown in FIG. 10, the recording area of the
recording layer 103 of the magnetic disk 16 is previously
heated by the near-field light so that its coercive force is
reduced. Thereafter, the recording magnetic field M is
received from the main pole 60 and the signal is written. As
the recording layer 103 of the magnetic disk 16 is cooled after
being heated, its coercive force increases. When the recording
magnetic field M received from the recording head 58 is
exceeded, thermally-assisted magnetic recording in the posi-
tion concerned is completed. This position is represented by
a point of intersection X2 for convenience.

Since the ratio of the distance L to the peripheral speed in
the inner peripheral position is substantially equal to that in
the intermediate peripheral position, as described above,
point of intersection X2 is substantially coincident with point
of intersection X1 shown in FIG. 7. Since the distance L and
the peripheral speed do not always vary at the same rate,
points of intersection X1 and X2 may possibly be different.
However, the amount of deviation is considerably smaller
than that of the conventional recording head. Thus, the ther-
mally-assisted magnetic recording can also be performed at
the optimal recording signal S/N ratio in the inner peripheral
position of the magnetic disk 16.

FIG. 11 shows the positional relationship between the
magnetic head 33 and recording track 50 in the case where the
thermally-assisted magnetic recording is performed in the
outer peripheral position of the magnetic disk 16. FIG. 12
shows the positional relationships between the heating spot
center S, main pole 60, and recording track 50 in the state of
FIG. 11. In this case, the longitudinal direction of the mag-
netic head 33 (or the longitudinal direction of the slider 42
along the central axis CL) crosses the direction of relative
movement C of the head in such a manner that the outflow end
of the head (on the upper side in FIG. 12) is directed away
from the center of the disk (or to the right in FIG. 8).
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Since the main pole 60 is inclined toward the outer periph-
ery of the magnetic disk 16 with respect to the recording track
50, the center of the pole end surface 605 (point of intersec-
tion with the central axis CL) on the recording track 50 moves
to the outer peripheral side of the position shown in FIG. 6.
The distance L for the magnetic recording is longer than the
distance L in the intermediate peripheral position shown in
FIG. 6. At the same time, the peripheral speed of the magnetic
disk 16 is higher in the outer peripheral position than in the
intermediate peripheral position, so that the ratio of the dis-
tance L to the peripheral speed in the outer peripheral position
is offset and becomes substantially equal to that in the inter-
mediate peripheral position.

FIG. 13 shows influences of heating and the magnetic field
from the magnetic head 33 on the magnetic disk 16 at one spot
on the disk in the state shown in FIG. 12. During magnetic
recording, as shown in FIG. 13, the recording area of the
recording layer 103 of the magnetic disk 16 is previously
heated by the near-field light so that its coercive force is
reduced. Thereafter, the recording magnetic field M is
received from the main pole 60 and the signal is written. As
the recording layer 103 of the magnetic disk 16 is cooled after
being heated, its coercive force increases. When the recording
magnetic field M received from the recording head 58 is
exceeded, thermally-assisted magnetic recording in the posi-
tion concerned is completed. This position is represented by
a point of intersection X3 for convenience.

Since the ratio of the distance L to the peripheral speed in
the inner peripheral position is substantially equal to that in
the intermediate peripheral position, as described above,
point of intersection X3 is substantially coincident with point
of intersection X1 shown in FIG. 7. Since the distance L and
the peripheral speed do not always vary at the same rate,
points of intersection X1 and X3 may possibly be different.
However, the amount of deviation is considerably smaller
than that of the conventional recording head. Thus, the ther-
mally-assisted magnetic recording can also be performed at
the optimal recording signal S/N ratio in the outer peripheral
position of the magnetic disk 16.

FIG. 14 shows the positional relationships between the
main pole ofthe recording head according to the first embodi-
ment and the heating spot center S in the down-track and
cross-track directions. As shown in FIG. 15, the peripheral
speed and skew angle of the magnetic head in each radial
position are calculated under conditions of the HDD includ-
ing the rotational frequency ofthe magnetic disk at 5,400 rpm
and skew angles of the magnetic head of +17° (innermost
periphery: R=14 mm), 0° (intermediate periphery: R=22
mm), and —17° (outermost periphery: R=33 mm).

Let us assume, as shown in FIG. 14, that the pole end
surface 605 of the main pole 60 is located in such a position
that the distance L in the longitudinal direction of the slider
(or the down-track direction) from the heating spot center S is
100 nm. FIG. 16 shows the result of calculation of the time
required for travel between the heating spot center S and pole
end surface 605 in each radial position of the magnetic disk.
Inthe case of the recording head with a conventional structure
(comparative example), a deviation D of the time required for
travel between the heating spot center S and pole end surface
605 in each of the inner, intermediate, and outer peripheral
positions is about 6.2 ns. In the case of the recording head
with the above-described structure, as shown in FIG. 16, in
contrast, the deviation D of the required time is about 2.5 ns,
which indicates a substantial reduction.

According to the HDD constructed in this manner, mag-
netic recording can be performed at such a timing that an
optimal signal quality can be obtained in any of the inner,
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intermediate, and outer peripheries of the medium, without
regard to the radial position for the recording. Thus, there can
be provided a magnetic recording head with improved record-
ing characteristics with respect to the track direction, in which
an optimal recording signal S/N ratio can be obtained in any
radial position of the recording medium, and a disk drive with
the same.

The following is a description of HDDs and magnetic
recording heads according to alternative embodiments. In the
description of these alternative embodiments to follow, like
reference numbers are used to designate the same parts as
those of the first embodiment, and a detailed description
thereof is omitted.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 17 shows the positional relationships between a main
pole of a recording head of an HDD according to a second
embodiment and a heating spot center in the down-track and
cross-track directions.

In arecording head 58 of the HDD according to the second
embodiment, as shown in FIG. 17, a pole end surface 605 of
amain pole 60 facing a near-field transducer 65 is asymmetric
with respect to a central axis CL that passes through the
transverse center of the main pole 60 (in the cross-track
direction) and a heating spot center S and extends longitudi-
nally relative to a slider (in the direction of movement of a
magnetic head relative to a magnetic disk 16). The pole end
surface 605 is a flat surface bent in the center and is inclined
relative to a plane CT that passes through the point of inter-
section of the central axis CL and pole end surface 605 and
extends in the cross-track direction perpendicular to the cen-
tral axis CL. Specifically, a first region 60(IN) of the pole end
surface 605 in the inner peripheral direction of the medium
with respect to the central axis CL is inclined away from the
heating spot center S at an angle 01, and a second region
60(OUT) in the outer peripheral direction of the medium is
inclined toward the heating spot center S at an angle 02.
Angles 01 and 62 are suitably set within a range, 0°<81 (or
02)<90°, depending on the diameter, peripheral speed, etc., of
the magnetic disk. Further, the inclination angles 61 and 62
care made different from each other so that angle 62 is greater
than angle 61 (81<02).

Let us assume, as shown in FIG. 17, that the main pole 60
is configured so that a distance L. from the heating spot center
S to the pole end surface 604 in the longitudinal direction of
the slider along the central axis CL is 100 nm. FIG. 18 shows
the result of calculation of the time required for travel
between the heating spot center S and pole end surface 605 in
each radial position of the magnetic disk. The peripheral
speed and skew angle in each radial position is calculated
under the same conditions of the HDD as those shown in FIG.
15. As seen from FIG. 18, the magnetic recording head 58
according to the second embodiment, compared with the
recording head with the conventional structure, is configured
so that a deviation D of the time required for travel in each of
the inner, intermediate, and outer peripheral positions is
reduced. It can be seen, moreover, that the deviation D of the
required time in the case of the magnetic recording head 58 is
also smaller than in the case of the magnetic recording head
according to the first embodiment (FIG. 16).

In the second embodiment, other configurations of the
magnetic head 33 and the HDD are the same as those of the
foregoing first embodiment. According to the second embodi-
ment arranged in the above-described manner, there can also
be provided a magnetic recording head with improved record-
ing characteristics with respect to the track direction, in which
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an optimal recording signal S/N ratio can be obtained in any
radial position of the recording medium, and a disk drive with
the same.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 19 shows the positional relationships between a main
pole of a recording head of an HDD according to a third
embodiment and a heating spot center in the down-track and
cross-track directions.

In a recording head 58 of the HDD according to the third
embodiment, as shown in FIG. 19, a pole end surface 605 of
amain pole 60 facing a near-field transducer 65 is asymmetric
with respect to a central axis CL that passes through the
transverse center of the main pole 60 (in the cross-track
direction) and a heating spot center S and extends longitudi-
nally relative to a slider (in the direction of movement of a
magnetic head relative to a magnetic disk 16). The pole end
surface 604 is a curved surface concave on the side of the
near-field transducer 65 and is inclined relative to a plane CT
that passes through the point of intersection of the central axis
CL and pole end surface 605 and extends in the cross-track
direction perpendicular to the central axis CL.

Specifically, a first region 60(IN) of the pole end surface
605 on the inner peripheral side of the medium with respect to
the central axis CL is inclined away from the heating spot
center S at an angle 01, and a second region 60(OUT) on the
outer peripheral side of the medium is inclined toward the
heating spot center S at an angle 082. Angles 61 and 02 are
suitably set within a range, 0°<61 (or 62)<90°, depending on
the diameter, peripheral speed, etc., of the magnetic disk.
Further, the inclination angles 61 and 62 are made different
from each other so that angle 62 is greater than angle 61
(61<62).

Since the pole end surface 605 is a curved surface, more-
over, the angle of inclination of the first region 60(IN) on the
inner peripheral side of the medium to the plane CT decreases
with distance from the central axis CL, while that of the
second region 60(OUT) on the outer peripheral side of the
medium increases with distance from the central axis CL.

Let us assume, as shown in FIG. 19, that the main pole 60
is configured so that a distance L. from the heating spot center
S to the pole end surface 605 in the longitudinal direction of
the slider along the central axis CL is 100 nm. FIG. 20 shows
the result of calculation of the time required for travel
between the heating spot center S and pole end surface 6056 in
each radial position of the magnetic disk. The peripheral
speed and skew angle in each radial position are calculated
under the same conditions of the HDD as those shown in FIG.
15. As seen from FIG. 20, the magnetic recording head 58
according to the third embodiment, compared with the
recording head with the conventional structure, is configured
so that a deviation D of the time required for travel in each of
the inner, intermediate, and outer peripheral positions is fur-
ther reduced. It can be seen, moreover, that the deviation D of
the required time in the case of the magnetic recording head
58 is also smaller than in the cases of the magnetic recording
heads according to the first and second embodiments (FIGS.
16 and 18).

In the third embodiment, other configurations of the mag-
netic head 33 and the HDD are the same as those of the
foregoing first embodiment. According to the third embodi-
ment arranged in the above-described manner, there can also
be provided a magnetic recording head with improved record-
ing characteristics with respect to the track direction, in which
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an optimal recording signal S/N ratio can be obtained in any
radial position of the recording medium, and a disk drive with
the same.

FIG. 21 comparatively shows estimates of the recording
signal S/N ratio for each radial position of the medium for the
recording head with the conventional structure (comparative
example) and the recording heads according to the first to
third embodiments. Any of the recording heads is assumed to
be adjusted so that the optimal S/N ratio can be obtained in a
position of the magnetic disk corresponding to R=21.6 mm.
In the recording head of the comparative example, the S/N
ratio is reduced (so that the error rate is reduced) as the inner
and outer peripheral sides of the magnetic disk are
approached. In any of the recording heads of the embodi-
ments, however, the reduction ratio of the S/N ratio is lower
than in the comparative example.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.

For example, the materials, shapes, sizes, etc., of the con-
stituent elements of the head section may be changed if nec-
essary. In the magnetic disk drive, moreover, the numbers of
magnetic disks and heads can be increased as required, and
the disk size can be variously selected. The pole end surface
of'the main pole is not limited to the flat or curved surface and
may alternatively be an end surface that is bent in a plurality
of steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A magnetic recording head comprising:

a medium-facing surface configured to face a recording
layer of a disk recording medium;

a near-field transducer partially exposed in the medium-
facing surface and configured to emit a near-field light
which heats the recording medium; and

a magnetic pole comprising a distal end surface exposed in
the medium-facing surface and a pole end surface facing
the near-field transducer and configured to apply a
recording magnetic field to the recording layer of the
recording medium,

the pole end surface in the medium-facing surface being
asymmetric with respect to a central axis passing
through a center of the near-field transducer and extend-
ing in a longitudinal direction of the medium-facing
surface.

2. The magnetic recording head of claim 1, wherein the
pole end surface extends at an angle to a plane perpendicular
to the longitudinal direction of the medium-facing surface.

3. The magnetic recording head of claim 2, wherein the
pole end surface comprises a first region located on an inner
peripheral side of the recording medium with respect to the
central axis and a second region located on an outer peripheral
side of the recording medium with respect to the central axis,
the first region being inclined away from the center of the
near-field transducer, the second region being inclined toward
the center of the near-field transducer.

4. The magnetic recording head of claim 3, wherein the
respective angles of inclination of the first and second regions
to the perpendicular plane are different.
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5. The magnetic recording head of claim 4, wherein the
angle of inclination of the first region to the perpendicular
plane is smaller than that of the second region.

6. The magnetic recording head of claim 4, wherein the
angle of inclination of the first region to the perpendicular
plane decreases with distance from the central axis, and that
of the second region increases with distance of the central
axis.

7. The magnetic recording head of claim 1, wherein the
pole end surface is a flat surface.

8. The magnetic recording head of claim 1, wherein the
pole end surface is a curved surface.

9. A disk drive comprising:

a disk recording medium comprising a recording layer;

a drive unit configured to support and rotate the recording

medium;

a magnetic recording head which processes data on the

recording layer of the recording medium; and

a carriage assembly configured to support the magnetic

recording head for movement radially relative to the disk

recording medium, wherein the magnetic recording

head comprises:

a medium-facing surface configured in layer of a disk
recording medium;

anear-field transducer partially exposed in the medium-
facing surface and configured to emit a near-field light
which heats the recording medium; and

amagnetic pole comprising a distal end surface exposed
in the medium-facing surface and a pole end surface
facing the near-field transducer and configured to
apply a recording magnetic field to the recording layer
of the recording medium,
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the pole end surface in the medium-facing surface being
asymmetric with respect to a central axis passing
through a center of the near-field transducer and
extending in a longitudinal direction of the medium-
facing surface.

10. The disk drive of claim 9, wherein the pole end surface
extends at an angle to a plane perpendicular to the longitudi-
nal direction of the medium-facing surface.

11. The disk drive of claim 10, wherein the pole end surface
comprises a first region located on an inner peripheral side of
the recording medium with respect to the central axis and a
second region located on an outer peripheral side of the
recording medium with respect to the central axis, the first
region being inclined away from the center of the near-field
transducer, the second region being inclined toward the center
of the near-field transducer.

12. The disk drive of claim 11, wherein the respective
angles of inclination of the first and second regions to the
perpendicular plane are different.

13. The disk drive of claim 12, wherein the angle of incli-
nation of the first region to the perpendicular plane is smaller
than that of the second region.

14. The disk drive of claim 12, wherein the angle of incli-
nation of the first region to the perpendicular plane decreases
with distance from the central axis, and that of the second
region increases with distance of the central axis.

15. The disk drive of claim 9, wherein the pole end surface
is a flat surface.

16. The disk drive of claim 9, wherein the pole end surface
is a curved surface.



